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Tough Texts #5

“Impossible To Renew”
(Hebrews 6:1-8)

Introduction: A very controversial passage

1 Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let
us go on to maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance from
dead works and of faith toward God, 2 of the doctrine of baptisms, of lay-
ing on of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment. 3 And
this we will do if God permits. Hebrews 6:1-3 (NKJV)

Are verses 4-6 describing a oran ?

For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted
the heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, ® and have
tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6 if they
fall away, to renew them again to repentance, since they crucify again for
themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an open shame.

Hebrews 6:4-6 (NKJV)

3 But recall the former days in which, after you were illuminated, you en-
dured a great struggle with sufferings: partly while you were made a spec-
tacle both by reproaches and tribulations, and partly while you became
companions of those who were so treated; ** for you had compassion on
me in my chains, and joyfully accepted the plundering of your goods, know-
ing that you have a better and an enduring possession for yourselves in
heaven. Hebrews 10:32-34 (NKJV)

For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted
the heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, ® and have
tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6 if they
fall away, to renew them again to repentance, since they crucify again for
themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an open shame.

Hebrews 6:4-6 (NKJV)

9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the
suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of
God, might taste death for everyone. Hebrews 2:9 (NKJV)

For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted the
heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, > and have tasted
the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, é if they fall away,
to renew them again to repentance, since they crucify again for themselves
the Son of God, and put Him to an open shame.

Hebrews 6:4-6 (NKJV)

8 But if you are without chastening, of which all have become partakers, then
you are illegitimate and not sons. Hebrews 12:8 (NKJV)

NOTE: If language means anything, then these words describe a

Verses 4-6 describe someone who fallen away.

* For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of

the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, ° and have

tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, ° and then

have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance, since

they again crucify to themselves the Son of God and put Him to open shame.
Hebrews 6:4-6 (NASB)

What does it mean when someone has ?
For we have become partakers [companions] of Christ if we hold the beginning
of our confidence steadfast to the end.” Hebrews 3:14 (NKJV) [brackets mine]

Those who fall away are reserved by God to be

7 For the earth which drinks in the rain that often comes upon it, and bears
herbs useful for those by whom it is cultivated, receives blessing from God; ®
but if it bears thorns and briers, it is rejected and near to being cursed, whose
end is to be burned. Hebrews 6:7-8 (NKJV)

REMEMBER: speaking it is impossible to renew a believer
who has “fallen away.”

ILLUSTRATION: Esau

'3 See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no root of bitter-
ness springing up causes trouble, and by it many be defiled; *° that there be no
immoral or godless person like Esau, who sold his own birthright for a single
meal. ” For you know that even afterwards, when he desired to inherit the
blessing, he was rejected, for he found no place for repentance, though he
sought for it with tears. Hebrews 12:15-17 (NASB)

CLOSING: The danger of immobility









