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) Navigating Life Together

Tough Texts #2

“Narrow Gates, False Prophets & Bad Fruit”
Matthew 7:13-23

INTRODUCTION: The setting

® The Narrow Gate (vs.13-14)

3 “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road
that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. ¥ But small is the gate
and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.

Matthew 7:13-14 (NIV)

“There are two kinds of people in the world; Righteous people who believe
themselves to be sinners, and sinners who believe themselves to be right-
eous. - Pascal

ILLUSTRATION: Narrow gates at airports

@ False Teachers (vs.15-20)

5 “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but
inwardly they are ferocious wolves (V.15)

8By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thorn-
bushes, or figs from thistles? 7 |ikewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but
a bad tree bears bad fruit. B A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree
cannot bear good fruit (VS.16-18)

F“Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make a tree bad and its fruit
will be bad, for a tree is recognized by its fruit. 3 You brood of vipers, how can
you who are evil say anything good? For the mouth speaks what the heart is
full of. #A good man brings good things out of the good stored up in him, and
an evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in him. 3 But I tell you
that everyone will have to give account on the day of judgment for every
empty word they have spoken. *’ For by your words you will be acquitted, and
by your words you will be condemned.” Matthew 12:33-38 (NIV)

8 “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but
inwardly they are ferocious wolves. *° By their fruit you will recognize them.
(7:15)

® The Will of The Father (vs.21-23)

2 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of
heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 2
Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your
name and in your name drive out demons and in your name perform many
miracles?’ % Then I will tell them plainly, I never knew you. Away from me,
you evildoers!”  Matthew 7:21-23 (NIV)

@ so what is “will of the Father?”

*ror | have come down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him
who sent me. * And this is the will of him who sent me, that | shall lose none
of all those he has given me, but raise them up at the last day. * For my Fa-
ther’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have
eternal life, and | will raise them up at the last day.” John 6:38-40 (NIV)

APPLICATION: It is dangerous to misuse these verses because:

External appearances can be

Christians are capable of committing sin.

It assurance of salvation.
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