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“ A Man of Intentional Prayer”
Studies in Nehemiah—Part 3

Review:

Nehemiah Is Revealed As A Man Of Intentional Integrity As:

His Confronts (5:1-9)

! Now the men and their wives raised a great outcry against their fellow
Jews. 2 Some were saying, “We and our sons and daughters are numerous;
in order for us to eat and stay alive, we must get grain.” * Others were
saying, “We are mortgaging our fields, our vineyards and our homes to get
grain during the famine.” * Still others were saying, “We have had to bor-
row money to pay the king’s tax on our fields and vineyards. ® Although we
are of the same flesh and blood as our fellow Jews and though our children
are as good as theirs, yet we have to subject our sons and daughters to
slavery. Some of our daughters have already been enslaved, but we are
powerless, because our fields and our vineyards belong to others.”
Nehemiah 5:1-5 (NIV)

® When I heard their outcry and these charges, | was very angry.’ | pon-
dered them in my mind and then accused the nobles and officials. | told
them, “You are charging your own people interest!” So | called together a
large meeting to deal with them & and said: “As far as possible, we have
bought back our fellow Jews who were sold to the Gentiles. Now you are
selling your own people, only for them to be sold back to us!” They kept
quiet, because they could find nothing to say. Nehemiah 5:6-8 (NIV)

He Refuses To Exploit Others (5:10-19)
I and my brothers and my men are also lending the people money and
grain. But let us stop charging interest! (5:10)

1% But the earlier governors—those preceding me—placed a heavy burden
on the people and took forty shekels'” of silver from them in addition to
food and wine. Their assistants also lorded it over the people. But out of
reverence for God | did not act like that. (5:15)

18 |nstead, | devoted myself to the work on this wall. All my men were as-
sembled there for the work; we did not acquire any land. (5:16)

7 Furthermore, a hundred and fifty Jews and officials ate at my table, as
well as those who came to us from the surrounding nations. *® Each day
one ox, six choice sheep and some poultry were prepared for me, and every
ten days an abundant supply of wine of all kinds. In spite of all this, | never
demanded the food allotted to the governor, because the demands were
heavy on these people. (5:17-18)

19 Remember me with favor, my God, for all | have done for these people.
(5:19)

He Confronts (13:4-24)

* Before this, Eliashib the priest had been put in charge of the storerooms
of the house of our God. He was closely associated with Tobiah, * and he
had provided him with a large room formerly used to store the grain offer-
ings and incense and temple articles, and also the tithes of grain, new wine
and olive oil prescribed for the Levites, musicians and gatekeepers, as well
as the contributions for the priests. (13:4-5)

1 1 also learned that the portions assigned to the Levites had not been
given to them, and that all the Levites and musicians responsible for the
service had gone back to their own fields. (13:10)

% In those days | saw people in Judah treading winepresses on the Sabbath
and bringing in grain and loading it on donkeys, together with wine,
grapes, figs and all other kinds of loads. And they were bringing all this
into Jerusalem on the Sabbath. Therefore | warned them against selling
food on that day. *® People from Tyre who lived in Jerusalem were bringing
in fish and all kinds of merchandise and selling them in Jerusalem on the
Sabbath to the people of Judah. (13:15-16)

2 Moreover, in those days | saw men of Judah who had married women
from Ashdod, Ammon and Moab. ** Half of their children spoke the lan-
guage of Ashdod or the language of one of the other peoples, and did not
know how to speak the language of Judah. (13:23-24)

He Refuses To Allow Completion To Become
(Chapters 8-10)

L all the people came together as one in the square before the Water Gate.
They told Ezra the teacher of the Law to bring out the Book of the Law of
Moses, which the LORD had commanded for Israel. % So on the first day of
the seventh month Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly,
which was made up of men and women and all who were able to under-
stand.




% He read it aloud from daybreak till noon as he faced the square before the
Water Gate in the presence of the men, women and others who could un-
derstand. And all the people listened attentively to the Book of the Law.
(8:1-3)

* Ezra the teacher of the Law stood on a high wooden platform built for the
occasion. Beside him on his right stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah,
Hilkiah and Maaseiah; and on his left were Pedaiah, Mishael, Malkijah,
Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah and Meshullam. (8:4)

® Ezra praised the LORD, the great God; and all the people lifted their hands
and responded, “Amen! Amen!” Then they bowed down and worshiped the
LORD with their faces to the ground. (8:6)

7 The Levites—Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah,
Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan and Pelaiah—instructed the
people in the Law while the people were standing there. ® They read from
the Book of the Law of God, making it clear and giving the meaning so that
the people understood what was being read. (8:7-8)

1 On the twenty-fourth day of the same month, the Israelites gathered to-
gether, fasting and wearing sackcloth and putting dust on their heads.

2 Those of Israelite descent had separated themselves from all foreigners.
They stood in their places and confessed their sins and the sins of their an-
cestors. ® They stood where they were and read from the Book of the Law of
the LORD their God for a quarter of the day, and spent another quarter in
confession and in worshiping the LORD their God. (9:1-3)

3 “In view of all this, we are making a binding agreement, putting it in writ-

ing, and our leaders, our Levites and our priests are dffixing their seals to
it.” (9:38)

CLOSING: Nehemiah the governor, the son of Hakaliah. (10:1) (first to sign!)
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